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HABS No. BC-23

SOMERSET (COLLINS HOUSE)
Cresswell vicinity, %Washington County, North Caroiina

Owner: United States Farm Security Administration

Date of ersction: 1804

Pregant condition: feir

Dezeristions:

Frame; two storiles; grble roof; porch acroszs front under
shed extension to gable; two-story wing in resr forming T-
shaned olan, the sides ol the T being filled with two-story
porchas. rromt three bays, center door, correspending gallery
door above, both with side lights and transom; flanwing windows
mullioned, triple-light, center sash 6/6, side 2/2. Side ele-
vations, three equally soaced b/6~L1cht coenings; triple-
mullioned window in gable. All nsorches double-tisred with
sleader Tuscan columng snd simple belustersd reilings,

Plan, center hall with two rooms on either sive, crous
hkall, snd resr win; with steir spd dining room beyond. All

interior trinm sinole; early Victorian tyoe.

Laditional dstas

Thia houss -as bullt and the nlantation laid out by

Jouiab Collins, an Englishman who zettled st Wienton. Aboutb

B0 he and geveral friends bought a large tract of gwannland
nortn of Scuaverasny Lnke. The grount wes mrde arsble by low-
ering the leval of the lske by mesnsz of coanals, the swiace of
the lake being now i3 feet above ssa level, He finally moved
papre {rom Bdenton ana built the houne about 1R04, Tt seems
anealble thet he did net finizn it or else alteres 1t ot a
: ;eriod, a5 some of tha Lrizm sszsrs Yo be conniderably
inter than the date of building.

The neishboring olantstings were awned by another Collins
and several °9+t1’”ﬁw iamL_Aes. The canals were dug on the
nroverty lines dividing the esintes, ths excaveteo material
form¢nﬁ driveways on either sice of the cspals. Cyoresszes
were dlented in doudbla rows slong the canals, =5 well =3 in &
elrcle and 210i9ze in t'rent o1 the Collins house. Thess latier
sre suwasesad origimally to hnve borderad the race frack.

The tradition thet there wnz 2 mortusry cnamber an the top
flocor iz unlikely, =nd members of the fanlly stste that the
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rooms in the roof snace were used zg nurseries. This is indi-
cated by the fact that there is a gate at the head of the stair.

Heferences:
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See also Granary, Somerset (HABS Ho.o NC-24).
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